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Record Population Growth in 1954 


HE COUNTRY’S population, in- 


cluding the Armed Forces 


overseas, rose to 163,930,000 
by the end of 1954. This represents 
a gain of 2,830,000 during the year, 
the largest annual increment in our 
history. For eight consecutive years 


the increase in our population has 
exceeded 2'% million annually. The 
large population growth in 1954 re- 
sulted from a record high number 
of births, an all-time low death rate, 
and a moderate addition through 
immigration. 

There were about 4,060,000 births 
during the year, or approximately 
90,000 more than the year before, 
when the previous: record high was 
established. The births in 1954 cor- 
respond to a rate of 25.2 per 
1,000 population residing in the 
United States. For nine years now 
our birth rate has exceeded 24 per 
1,000. The boom in births has added 
3634 million babies to the nation’s 
population within the relatively short 
span of a decade. 

The babies born in 1954 set a 
new mark in their ability to survive 
the hazards of early life. The infant 
mortality rate for the year dropped 
to a new low estimated at 26.7 per 
1,000 live births. This is almost 5 


percent under the previous low re- 


corded in 1953, and one third less 
than the rate of a decade ago. 

The general health of the popula- 
tion as a whole was also better in 
1954 than ever before. Present in- 
dications are that the death rate 
dropped to 9.2 per 1,000 population. 
This compares with the previous 
minimum of 9.6 registered in 1953. 
In fact, 1954 was the seventh suc- 
cessive year in which the death rate 
below 10 per 1,000—a 
noteworthy record in view of the 
steady rise in the proportion of older 
people in our population. 


remained 


Our population growth in recent 
years has resulted largely from an 
excess of births over deaths. During 
1954, the natural increase in popula- 
tion amounted to the record total of 
nearly 2,600,000. The country also 
gained more than 200,000 through 
civilian migration during the year. 

The population residing in conti- 
nental United States increased by 
2.0 percent in 1954; this included 
about 400,000 in our Armed Forces 
returned from overseas. Every State 
in the Union shared in the growth 
of the population. The gains, how- 
ever, were not evenly distributed 
throughout the country. As in 
earlier years, the Pacific Coast States 
showed the largest rate of popula- 
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ESTIMATED POPULATION BY STATE, AprRiL 1950 AND JANU 
| NuMBER OF PERSONS 


| P ic 95 paIL 195¢ 
Jawuany Janvany Aes, Jancary 1954 Aprit 1950 


TO TO 
1955 1954 1950 January 1955 | Janvary 1954 


United States | 
Including Armed Forces overseas. . 163,930,000 161,100,000 151,132,000 
Excluding Armed Forces overseas 163,019,000 | 159,773,u00 150,697,361 


woe 
on 


New England 9,932,000 ; 9,773,000 9,314,453 
Maine........ ? 930,000 | 921,000 913,774 
New Hampshire , 533,000 529,000 533,242 
Vermont dee 386,000 381,000 377,747 
Massachusetts....... . ; | 5,000,000 4,931,000 4,690,514 
Rhode Island 832,000 820,000 791,896 
Connecticut 2,251,000 2,191,000 2,007,280 


Ninnist Od 


oe ee 


Middle Atlantic. . ‘“ 31,705,000 31,258,000 | 30,163,533 
New York 15,539,000 15,337,000 14,830,192 
New Jersey & 5,312,000 5,193,000 4,835,329 
Pennsylvania... 10,854,000 10,728,000 10,498,012 





—tom 
wwe 


East North Central 32,898,000 32,221,000 30,399,368 
Ohio | 8,655,000 8,466,000 | 7,946,427 
Indiana 4,276,000 4,183,000 3,934,224 
Illinois. . . 9,239,000 9,082,000 8,712,176 
Michigan pmee 7,126,000 6,941,000 6,371,766 
Wisconsin : 3,602,000 3,549,000 3,434,575 


=—wenwnwn 
wane ee 


West North Central 14,675,000 14,483,000 «| 14,061,394 
Minnesota i 3,123,000 3,079,000 | 2,982,483 
lowa.. 2,644,000 2,623,000 2,621,073 
Missouri 4,191,000 4,125,000 | 3,954,653 
North Dakota 638,000 629,000 619,636 
South Dakota 669,000 662,000 652,740 
Nebraska 1,372,000 1,356,000 | 1,325,510 
Kansas 2,038,000 2,009,000 1,905,299 


tm bo = em Se bn me ds 


— at et et 


South Atlantic ; 23,330,000 22,774,000 21,182,335 
Delaware. ‘ 73,000 362,000 318,085 
Maryland 2,637,000 2,566,000 | 2,343,001 
District of Columbia 870,000 349,000 | 802,178 
Virginia. .. ‘ 3,651,000 3,872,000 3,318,680 
West Virginia 1,950,000 1,943,000 2,005,552 
North Carolina 4,289,000 4,222,000 4,061,929 
South Carolina 2,253,000 2,212,000 
Georgia. 3,671,000 3,609,000 

- Florida. . 3,636,000 3,430,000 


o> 


tom rm wry 


mS mioin bo 
toe wr 
oun 


me eee oe 
snd 
erwn—-B 


East South Central 11,767,000 11,650,000 11,477,181 
Kentucky 3,020,000 2,985,000 2,944,806 
Tennessee . : 3,358,000 3,350,000 3,291,718 
Alabama. 3,140,000 3,120,000 3,061,743 
Mississippi. ..... 2,219,000 | 2,195,000 2,178,914 


mebweo 


ior ee 





West South Central 15,756,000 15,449,000 14,537,572 
Arkansas 1,916,000 1,910,000 1,909,511 
Louisiana ‘ 2,987,000 2,914,000 2,683,516 
Oklahoma 2,274,000 2,257,000 | 2,233,351 
Texas 8,579,000 8,368,000 7,711,194 


mt 
n 


te 


nm 
5 te te 


Mountain 5,836,000 5,649,000 5,074,998 
Montana 635,000 622,000 591,024 
Idaho 620,000 609,000 588,637 
Wyoming 316,000 309,000 290,529 
Colorado 1,459,000 1,426,000 1,325,089 
New Mexico 793,000 767,000 681,187 
Arizona 1,023,000 960,000 749,587 
Utah . 766,000 745,000 | 688,862 
Nevada 224,000 211,000 | 160,083 


ices 








PwVOwNwrMmwys 
to lo > me bo ies DD bo 
ermrwNe 
trioin em O- 


Pacific. . .. 17,120,000 16,516,000 14,486,527 
Washington... 2,560,000 2,503,000 2,378,963 
Oregon | 1,656,000 1,621,000 1,521,341 
California | 12,904,000 12,392,000 | 10,586,223 














me ronmw 
—-nmooaon 
-~_—— we 
anes 


| 


*Less than 0.05 percent. 
Note: Minus siga (—) denotes decrease. 
Source of basic data: 1950, from decennial census on April 1; 1954 and 1955, estimates as of January 1 by the Statistica 


Bureau of the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company based on various reports by the Bureau of the Census and the National 
Office of Vital Statistics. 
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tion growth during 1954, namely, 
3.7 percent. This was approximately 
double the national rate, but well 
below the level experienced in the 
Pacific area during the 1940's. Since 
April 1950, California alone has add- 
ed more than 2.3 inhabi- 
tants. Its population now numbers 
about 12.9 million, and is exceeded 
only by that of New York State. 
The Rocky Mountain States also 
experienced a vigorous population 
growth during 1954, as is evident 
from the accompanying table. In fact, 
Arizona and been 
growing at a faster rate than any 
other State. Each has doubled its 
population since 1940; Arizona now 
has more than 1,000,000 persons, 
and Nevada is rapidly approaching 


million 


Nevada _ have 


the quarter million mark. 
West 
continue to grow at a rapid pace. 


Several States outside the 


Further Decrease 


To WERE about 1,484,000 
marriages in the United States 
during 1954, or 60,000 fewer than in 
the preceding year. The marriage 
rate in 1954 was 9.1 per 1,000 popu- 
lation (including the Armed Forces 
overseas), a decline of 6 percent 
from the rate of 9.7 per 1,000 re- 
corded in 1953. Except for a moder- 
ate upswing following the outbreak 
of hostilities in Korea during 1950, 
the marriage rate has continued 
downward since reaching its all- 
time peak of 16.2 per 1,000 in 1946. 
The trend for the period from 1920 
to date is shown in the chart on the 
following page. 
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Florida’s population increased by 5.7 
percent in 1954, and by more than 6 
percent annually in the years im- 
mediately preceding. During 1954, 
increases somewhat above the aver- 
age for the country as a whole also 
occurred in the District of Columbia 
and in six States, namely, Delaware, 
Maryland, Connecticut, Michigan, 
Louisiana, and Texas. 

Although 12.3 


have been added to the population 


million persons 
residing in the United States since 
the 1950 Census, in two States- 
West Virginia and New Hampshire 
the out-migration of residents has 
offset 
crease. In New Hampshire, the pop- 


the gains from natural in- 
ulation today is practically on a par 
1950; 
\Vest Virginia, there has been a net 


with that enumerated in in 


loss of about 56,000 persons during 
this period. 


in Marriage Rate 


During 1954 the marriage rate 
fell below that of 1953 in every 
month except February and Novem- 
ber, when the rates for the two years 
were practically the same. In conse 
quence, the monthly marriage rates 
for the country are now at, or close 
to, their lowest levels in two decades. 
Nor is there much likelihood of any 
appreciable upswing until after 1960; 
by that time an increasing number of 
young people will be attaining mar- 
riageable age, reflecting the upward 
trend in births during the 1940's. 

Most areas of the country reported 
fewer marriages during the first 10 


months of 1954 (the latest avail- 
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Marriages per 1,000 Population*, United States, 1920-1954 


RATE PER 1000 
20 = 








0 Sc 
1920 1925 1930 1935 


*Population includes Armed Forces overseas. 
I 


Source of basic data: Number of marriages, 1920-1952, 


1940 1945 1950 1955 


from the National Office of Vital Statistics; 


1953 and 1954, from the Statistical Bureau of the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company. 





able figures) than in the comparable 
period of 1953. However, in only 
eight States did the decline exceed 
10 percent. As may be seen from the 
accompanying table, such was the 
case in Vermont, Ohio, Delaware, 
Maryland, New Mexico, Utah, Ore- 
gon, and Arkansas. The decrease in 
marriages was most pronounced in 
the last-named State as a result of 
legislation requiring a premarital 
serological test after June 30, 1953. 
In fact, during the first six months 
of 1954, marriages in Arkansas were 
off by almost three fifths from their 
level in the comparable ‘period of 
1953; the decline was much smaller, 
however, in the second half of the 
year. 

In contrast to the general de- 
cline in marriages in our country, 


nine States recorded small increases 
during 1954. The largest gain—4 
percent—was recorded in Florida. 
In the other eight States, all located 
in the Central and Mountain areas, 
the increases amounted to 2 percent 
or less. 

The major urban centers of the 
country showed similar variations. 
In cities with at least 100,000 popu- 
lation considered as a group, there 
were 4.7 percent fewer marriages in 
the first 10 months of 1954 than in 
the corresponding period of 1953. 
Ninety-one, or about nine tenths of 
these urban centers, recorded de- 
creases; in 12 there were increases. 
In only one of these large cities, 
namely, Little Rock, Ark., did the 
increase in marriages exceed 10 per- 
cent. This is particularly noteworthy 
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the marked decline 
marriages in the rest of the State. 
Of the five largest cities, Los An- 


in view of in 


geles alone showed an increase in 
marriages as compared with 1953, 
but the rise there amounted to only 
1 percent. In New York City the 
number of marriages decreased from 
71,942 in 1953 to about 70,160 in 
1954, or by 2% percent. In Phila- 
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delphia the decline was considerably 
greater, namely, 6 percent. 

The country’s popular marriage 
centers also showed a general down- 
ward trend. For example, Reno re- 
corded a decrease of almost 10 per- 


cent, and in Elkton, marriages were 
off by 6 percent. In Miami, however, 
marriages increased by 1% percent 
between 1953 and 1954. 





NUMBER OF MARRIAGES IN 1953, AND PERCENT CHANGE 1953 TO 1954 


PERCENT 
CHANGE 
1953 To 
1954* 


CJ EOGRAPHIC 
DIVISION 
AND STATE 


NUMBER 
IN 
1983 


UNITED STATES 1,544,137 

New England 
Maine 
New Hampshire 
Vermont 
Massachusetts 
Rhode Island 
Connecticut 


80,196 
8,197 
7,016 
3,402 

37,050 
§,422 

18,109 


Middle Atlantic 
New York 
New Jersey 
Pennsylvania 


247,071 
125,863 
40,886 
80,322 


East North Central 
Ohio 
Indiana 
Illinois 
Michigan 
Wisconsin 


289,662 
63,320 
64,642 
82,923 | 
53,308 
25,469 


West North Central 
Minnesota 
lowa 
Missouri 
North Dakota 
South Dakota 
Nebraska 
Kansas 


120,172 
24,270 
23,180 
33,012 

4,433 | 
6,065 
11,575 
17,637 


South Atlantic 
Delaware 
Maryland 
District of Columbia. 


260,043 
2,495 
44,829 
8,863 





*January through October of each year 
Note: Data are provisional 


Source of basic data: Reports by the National Office of Vital Statistics, and 
Bureau of the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company 


UNITED STATES BY GEOGRAPHIC DivISION AND STATE 


PERCENT 
CHANG! 
1953 To 
1oS4" 


NUMBER 
IN 
1983 


GEOGRAPHIC 
DIVvisioNn 
AND STATE 


South Atlantic— Continued 
Virginia 

West Virginia 

North Carolina 

South Carolina 

Georgia 

Florida 


37,261 
15,260 | 
27,017 | 
44,948 
52,092 | 
27,27! 
East South Central 
\| Kentucky 
Tennessee 
Alabama 
Mississippi 


128,276 
24,202 
22,354 | 
19.969 

61,751 

165,486 
27,733 | 
24,353 
23,721 
89.679 


1} 

| West South Central 
|| Arkansas 

| Louisiana 

|| Oklahoma 


Texas 
1} 


—_—— 
no © 


|Mountain 
Montana 
Idaho 
Wyoming 
Colorado 
New Mexico 
Arizona 
Utah 
Nevada 


153,540 
6,597 
& 486 
3,141 
12,215 | 
22,488 
21,958 
6,926 
51,729 


be 3e 


1] 
1 


Pees 
- 


emt 


' 

—- = 
MOOAWwornen 
t <) 


Pacific . 

| Washington 
Oregon 
California 


119,69] 
29,527 
10,502 


79,662 


| ' 
om 
GO o> 68 > 
en - 





surveys by the Statistical 
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Fewer Fatal Accidents in 1954 


CCIDENTS took approximately 
A 91,500 lives in the United 
States during 1954, about 3,500 
fewer than in 1953. According to 
present indications, the accident 
death rate for the year just ended 
was 57 per 100,000 population, com- 
pared with the previous minimum 
of about 60 per 100,000 recorded in 
1953. Apparently the persistent ef- 
forts of the safety movement are 
bearing fruit. However, the large 
number of deaths that 
still occur is a measure of the work 
yet to be done in this field of life 
conservation. 


accidental 


More than half the decrease in 
the total accident mortality between 
1953 and 1954 was accounted for by 
the reduction in deaths from motor 
vehicle accidents. Such mishaps were 
responsible for approximately 36,- 
500 deaths during 1954, nearly 2,000 
fewer than in the preceding year. 
This decrease in fatalities occurred 
despite an increase in motor vehicle 
travel, with the result that the motor 
vehicle accident death rate on the 
basis of mileage traveled probably 
dropped to an all-time low in 1954. 
Motor vehicle accidents, neverthe- 
less, continue to present a major 
challenge to the safety movement, 
since they account for two fifths of 


all fatal injuries in our country. 


Fatal accidents in and about the 
home also showed a reduction in 
1954, taking approximately 28,000 
lives, or 1,000 less than the year 
before. Deaths from injuries arising 
out of and in the course of employ- 


ment totaled about 14,500, a slightly 
smaller number than in 1953. Public 
accidents other than those involving 
motor vehicles took about 16,000 
lives in both years. 
Catastrophes—accidents in which 
five or more persons are killed— 
were responsible for about 1,200 
deaths in the United States in 1954, 
about a third less than the year be- 
fore and the smallest number in at 
least This relatively 
favorable record reflected to some 


five years. 
extent the fact that comparatively 
few major catastrophes occurred 
during 1954. There were only 4 
the year in 
which the loss of life exceeded 25, 
whereas 1953 had 12 disasters of 
this magnitude ; in the two preceding 
years there were 7 and 11 
catastrophes, respectively. The de- 


catastrophes during 


such 


tails are given in the table on page 7. 

Hurricanes accounted for two of 
the major catastrophes in 1954. The 
first struck Long Island, N. Y., 
and New England on August 31, 
killing 68 persons. More severe was 
the hurricane which cut through the 
Atlantic Coast and New England 
States on October 15, causing ap- 
proximately 100 fatalities—the 
worst single disaster of the year. Not 
since 1938 have such storms claimed 
so many victims in a single year. On 
the other hand, tornadoes, which 
killed about 475 persons in 1953, 
took comparatively few lives in 1954. 

Aviation mishaps were responsi- 
ble for the other two major catas- 
trophes in the year just. ended. One 
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ACCIDENTS TAKinG 25 OR More Lives, IN ORDER OF IMPORTANCE 
UNITED STATES, 1951-1954 


NUMBER OF 


TYPe OF ACCIDENT Lives Lost 


October { Atlantic Coast and 
New England States .. | Hurricane 
August Long Island, N. Y., and | 
New England States | Hurricane 
December Idlewild Airport, N. Y International scheduled passenger plane 
| crash 
August J Rapid City, lowa Military plane crash 


June Michigan and Ohio Series of tornadoes 

May Waco, Texas Tornado 

June g Worcester County, Mass | Tornado 

February 15 Southeast of Mobile, Ala Scheduled passenger plane crash 

July Near Pensacola, Fla | Military plane crash 

January 7 Utah-Idaho border | Crashof transport plane, chartered by Army 

December 5 Vicksburg, Miss Tornado 

October j Boston, Mass | Explosion and fire on aircraft carrier 

March 2 Near Oakland, Calif Crash of transport plane leased by Air Force 

April j Chicago, Ill | Explosion and fire in electrical appliance 
actory 

March | Largo, Fla | Nursing home destroyed by fire 

September 16 Near Albany, N | Scheduled passenger plane crash 


1952 


March Mississippi Valley States Series of tornadoes 
December Near Moses Lake, Wash. . Military plane crash 
November ‘ Tacoma, Wash Military plane crash | 
February ! Elizabeth, N. J Scheduled passenger plane crashed into 
| _ residential area 
January 2% | Flizabeth, N.J | Scheduled passenger plane crashed into 
residentia! area. 
April 8 | Near Los Angeles, Calif | 
| 


| Nonscheduled passenyer plane crash 
August Near Waco, Texas 


Collision of two buses 


1951 


December West Frankfort, Ill | Coal mine explosion. . . . 
February Woodbridge, N. J | Passenger train derailed on temporary 
| bridge section 
December 16 | Elizabeth, N.J | Nonscheduled passenger plane, in flames, 
crashed into Elizabeth River, N 
June 3 60 miles from Denver, Colo Transport plane crashed on mountuin slope 
August Near Oakland, Calif Transport plane crashed near top of hill 
September | Off Montauk Point, } 
Long Island, N. Y Fishing-party boat capsized 
April 2 Over Key West, Fla | Collision of Cuban airliner and U nited States | 
| Naval plane 
Mid July Kansas, Missouri, and 
Oklahoma 
Late Octobe Atlanta, Ga Poisoning due to “‘liquor’—mostly wood 
aleohol 
December 3 Central Arizona Air Force transport plane crashed on 
mountain 
| Nonscheduled passe ager plane crashed in a 


| forest 


| 

| 

Floods 

5 aed | 
December Near Salamanca, N. Y | 


*Approximate figure. 
1116 lives lost in Flint area. 
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involved the crash of a military plane 
in Rapid City, lowa, on August 28, 
with a death list of 26. The other 
was the crash at Idlewild Airport, 
N. Y., of an international scheduled 
passenger plane, killing 26 persons. 
Together, the four major catastro- 
phes of 1954, all of which occurred 
during the second half of the year, 
took at least 220 lives. 

Motor vehicle accidents and con- 
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flagrations were each responsible for 
about one quarter of the 1,200 lives 
lost in catastrophes during 1954. 
Natural disasters caused an addi- 
tional fifth of the deaths. Military 
aviation was involved in somewhat 
more than one tenth of the fatalities 
in catastrophic accidents, while civil- 
ian air transportation and water 
transportation each accounted for an 
appreciably smaller toll. 


Cardiovascular-Renal Mortality 
in Western Countries* 


HE CARDIOVASCULAR-RENAL dis- 

T eases outrank every other cause 
of death in the countries of the 
Western World, in some by a wide 
In the United States, for 
example, deaths from these diseases 
currently total about 800,000, ex- 
ceeding the annual toll from all other 
causes combined by about 100,000. 
International variations in the 
level of mortality from the cardio- 
vascular-renal diseases reflect in part 
differences in diagnostic methods, 
of certifying causes of 
death, and classification procedures, 
and therefore need to be interpreted 
with caution. Nevertheless, the trend 
of the death rates from these diseases 
in the Western countries showed a 
consistent pattern in the period from 
1931 to 1949; the pertinent data 
appear in the table on page 9. In 
the age group 25-44 years, a reduc- 
tion in the mortality was recorded 
for both males and females in virtu- 
ally every country; the onlv note- 


margin. 


practices 


*This article is based upon a 
Ages,” 
presented at the World 


aper, 


by Mortimer Spiegelman, Associate Statistician, 
opulation Conference in Rome, August 31, 1954. 


worthy exception was the Union of 
South Africa, for which the data 
suggest a change in procedure in 
classifying causes of death. 

At ages 45-64, the two sexes gen- 
erally recorded contrasting trends in 
the mortality from the cardiovascu- 
lar-renal diseases. In the majority 
of countries under review, males ex- 
perienced a rise in the death rate, 
while females recorded a reduction 
in nearly all instances. Of special in- 
terest is the fact that in the United 
States in 1949 men at ages 45-64 
recorded a higher death rate from 
these diseases than did men in the 
other countries, whereas the women 
at the same ages in our country had 
about average mortality. 

In the last age group, 65 years 
and over, both sexes experienced a 
rise in the death rate from the car- 
diovascular-renal diseases in practi 

cally all the countries | unetreview, 
except the Unite: 2“States and Italy. 


This increase in mortality was due 


“An Intereaional gy of Mortality Rates at the Older 


etropolitan Life Insurance Company, 
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DeaTH RATES PER 100,000 From CARDIOVASCULAR-RENAL DISEASE BY AGE AND SEX 
For SELECTED COUNTRIES OF Low Morrta ity, 1949 anv 1931 


Aces 25-44 Aces 45-64 

Coun Py | } v , 
siete Annual Annual 
1949 93 change, q ¥ change, 
percent percent | 


1949 


i 
United States, White * 92 | ! a S, 40.9 | 41532 
England and Wales { | i ‘ 0 | 4399 
Scotland . 7 : 57: 9 | 4627 
Australia » | 67 ae 7 509 +3.0 4512 
New Zealand ¢ } f | 4006 
Canada 4 | 6 | § 5 : +3.3 1 4037 
Union of South Africa ¢ 97 | ‘ 76 +3.0 3355 
Ireland , 7 } 5 | 6 + 3 3468 
Netherlands a. | 3 | ‘ | 338 — i 2885 
Belgium. . d i - 587 j 3449 
France. . , -s 73 3 | is — & 3793 
Switzerland ! i / 82: J 4963 
Germany | & 36 2813 
Denmark 2 36 s 39: 367 : 3350 
Norway ‘ d 5: | §4: 3736 
Sweden ‘.. K . j | 7 : 5044 
Finland — 6 sf ; 4055 
Portugal , ‘ —2 2 | 3601 
Italy 








FEMALES 

United States, White * 
England and Wales ‘ - 356 : 3864 
Scotland 4318 
Australia > 3598 
New Zealand ¢ 3438 
3673 
2718 
3340 
3154 
2894 
France 2896 


| 

Canada 4 3 
Switzerland ‘ | 8 f : d | 4831 

| 

} 

| 


Union of South Africa ¢ 
Ireland 

Netherlands 

Belgium 





Germany. 2767 
3468 
3582 
4970 
3287 
3030 
3205 


Denmark 
Norway ‘ 





Sweden ‘.. 
Finland 
Portugal. . 











Italy | | 





* Death Registration States of 1930 in 1930. 

» Excludes full-blood aboriginals. 

© Excludes Maoris. 

4 Excludes Newfoundland in 1931; excludes Yukon and Northwest Territories in 1931 and 1949 

¢ Europeans only. 

‘ Age groups are as follows: 
Switzerland 30-49, 50-69, 70 and over 
Norway 25-49, 50-69, 70 and over 
Sweden 25-44, 45-69, 70 and over 

© Less than .05. 

+ Comparable data not available 








| 


4670 
4133 
3903 
3233 
3s44 
3270 
2674 
2142 
2762 
2947 
2786 
4632 
t 
2704 
3288 
3914 
1759 
3389 
3486 


4198 
3608 
3343 
2775 
3528 
$204 
2536 
2008 
2980 
2580 
2219 
4773 
b 
2861 
3024 
3756 
1503 
3018 
3375 


Aces 65 anv Over 


| Annual 

change, 
| percent 
| 
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in some measure to the increasing 
proportion of the population at the 
extreme old ages. The very rapid 
rise for Finland reflects a change in 
classification procedure—many 
deaths now ascribed to the cardio- 
vascular-renal diseases would for- 
merly have been classified as due to 
senility. 

The trend of mortality from the 
cardiovascular-renal diseases from 
1931 to 1949 has generally been 
more favorable among women than 
among men. In almost all the coun- 
tries where the death rate from these 
diseases decreased for both sexes, 
the rate of decline was greater for 
the women; where the mortality 
from these diseases increased, the 
rise was less rapid for the women 
than for the men. 

There is no ready explanation for 
the general rise in cardiovascular- 
renal mortality among males past 
mid-life. Among the various reasons 
suggested, reference is frequently 
made to the increased tempo and 
strains of modern life. In the United 


States, as well as in other countries, 
a large part of the cardiovascular- 
renal mortality among men past age 
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45 is attributed to diseases of the 
coronary arteries, for which the re- 
corded death rate has been rising 
steadily. The decrease in the death 
rate from the cardiovascular-renal 
diseases prior to mid-life is attribu- 
table in large part to the reduced 
incidence and to the control of infec- 
tions which frequently impair the 
cardiovascular - renal system; for 
women, additional favorable factors 
may have been the long-term decline 
in the size of family, and the light- 
ened burden of household duties. 

Various explanations have been 
offered for the international varia- 
tions in cardiovascular-renal mortal- 
ity, on the premise that these vari- 
ations represent more than differ- 
ences in the certification and classi- 
fication of deaths from these diseases. 
It has been suggested that the in- 
cidence of coronary artery disease in 
some countries associated 
with a diet of high fat content. 
Another explanation relates the level 
of cardiovascular-renal mortality to 
caloric intake: a high caloric intake 
leads to overweight which puts a 
strain on the cardiovascular system 


may be 


and results in excess mortality. 
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DEATH RATES FROM SELECTED CAUSES 
INDUSTRIAL POLICYHOLDBRS, METROPOLITAN LiFe INSURANCK COMPANY 


NOVEMBER 1954 
ANNUAL RATE* PER 100,000 PoLicyHOLDERS?T 
Cause oF DEATH NOVEMBER | Year to Date 


1954 1953 1954 1953 





All Causes—Total............ | 576.0 608.9 | 6221 | 647.2 
—Excluding war deaths | 5758 | 6080 | 619.1 | 645.2 
Tuberculosis (all forms) 6.8 


} 9. 10.3 
Tuberculosis of respiratory system.......| 6.3 : 

| 

| 

| 


y 9.2 
2. 2.6 
; 3 
. 1.1 
128.7 25.8 
47.0 44.9 
16.4 15.6 


ton m 


Syphilis. . 2.3 
Communicable diseases of childhood ; 
Acute poliomyelitis. . 1.3 
Malignant neoplasms. . 124.4 
Digestive system. ... 44.3 
Respiratory system 16.8 
Diabetes mellitus 15.0 14.7 15.6 
Diseases of the cardiovascular-renal system..| 298.0 | 323.7 341.7 
Vascular lesions, central nervous system 57.2 60.4 | 62.7 66.6 
Diseases of heart. ... 219.0 229.9 235.4 247.8 
Chronic rheumatic heart disease... | 9.7 13.3 | 122 13.0 
Arteriosclerotic and degenerative heart 
disease , | 168.6 173.6 77. 185.3 
Hypertension with heart disease | 32.9 34.3 37. 40.1 
Other diseases of heart 78 8.7 9.0 94 
Hypertension without mention of heart. . .| 3.9 58 | 5.6 5.8 
General arteriosclerosis. . . 5.2 5.8 5.8 6.2 
Other diseases of circulatory system | 5.4 62 |; 5 4.8 
Nephritis and nephrosis. . 7.3 10.3 10.5 
Pneumonia. . . | 109 | 100 15.2 
Influenza 9 | 1.0 j 3.0 
Uleers of stomach and duodenum | 40 | 4.3 4.9 
Appendicitis. . 9 1.7 ‘aa 1.4 
Hernia and intestina! obstruction 3.6 39 | 3. 3.9 
Gastritis, duodenitis, enteritis, ete 2.5 2.1 2.5 
Cirrhosis of liver 9.3 93 | |} 10.1 
Diseases of the gall bladder and biliary ducts 3.2 3.4 3.6 
Complications of pregnancy, childbirth 6 1.2 1.3 
Congenital malformations 2.5 3.3 3.0 
Suicide... 43 | 6.1 6.1 
Homicide. . 28 3.1 2.9 
Accidents—total..... 34.0 37.8 | 38.0 
Motor vehicle... 12.9 17.0 | 15.9 
Home ee ‘ 78 7.4 
Occupational (civilian) . 36 | 2. 3.6 
War deaths—enemy action... ’ 9 | 3.0t | 2.0 
All other causes. 53.1 52.4 | 51.9 
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*The rates for 1954 are provisional 

+Persons insured under Weekly and Monthly premium-paying policies 

tThe recorded mortality from war deaths in 1954 results from the payment of claims on policyholders 
originally reported as missing who have recently been declared officially dead. 


Correspondence on the subjects discussed in the BULLETIN may be 
addressed to: 
The Editor 
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Metropolitan Life Insurance Company 
1 Madison Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 
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(vec) JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV ry 
953 70 74 75 64 60 61 68 59 


6! 6 | 6 
954* 7.1 66 68 62 63 61 60 58 57 58 58 
1954 figures are provisional. 


*See footnote ¢ in table on page 11. 
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